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The Lord bless you. 

I have received a number of notes about His Grace, Bishop Auxentios' reply to the Orthodoxwiki and the very low spiritual level of the accusations, by a young priest working in the editorial department of this website, who dismissed His Grace as a schismatic, though (whether sarcastically, I cannot say) a schismatic with hope by virtue of his not being a heretic.  His Grace's elevated response to this adolescent name-calling sparked, indeed, some very good responses from serious Orthodox (not just in our jurisdiction but beyond it), who expressed mature and, in my view, spiritually sound objections to the direction of so-called "world Orthodoxy." Among those writing were numerous modernist clergymen.

I found this very edifying, and it gives me hope that there is still something in innovative Orthodoxy that speaks to the good soul in a spiritual and mature way, beyond the sandbox Orthodoxy of name-calling and the sophomoric triumphalism of those who see Christianity as a mere fight about who is right and who is wrong and who is a schismatic or heretical and who is not. One of the modernist clergyman who wrote brought to my attention a Roman Catholic monk who, inspired by Pope Benedict XVI's observation that the West lost its focus on the liturgical life after Vatican II, as well as by the Pope's respect for the Orthodox liturgical tradition, made a pilgrimage to Mt. Athos. While there, he recorded two quotations of wonderful importance.

These quotations, as sent to me, were the following, taken from two Athonite Abbots. They seem to describe quite well, not only the spiritual degradation of the West, but the degradation of True Orthodoxy by modernist Orthodox and their often westernized view of the Orthodox Church. The latter suffer from a disconnection from the ethos of genuine Orthodoxy that is reducing their confession to a "functional, incidental Christianity" that is like a tree that, though it may have nice leaves—as the desert Fathers were fond of saying—seldom bears fruit. The impressive quotations (with attributions to the source), again as sent to me, are as follows. 


1) "Our God is not the God of western Scholasticism. A god who does not deify man cannot have any appeal, whether he exists or not. A large part of the wave of atheism in the West can be found this functional, incidental Christianity." 

Abbot of the Gregoriou Monastery

"In the West, action rules. They [westerners] ask us how we can stand here for so many hours in the Church without doing anything. I reply: 'What does the embryo in the maternal womb do? Nothing. But since it is in its mother's womb, it develops and grows. So it is with the monk. He preserves the holy space in which he finds himself, and he is preserved, molded by this same space. The miracle is here; we are entering into Paradise, here and now. We are in the heart of the communion of the Saints.'"

Abbot of the Iveron Monastery.

It is this Orthodoxy alone that can elevate our Faith and move it beyond whatever it is that "Orthodoxwikism" strives to champion.





