THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
INTROIT/PRÆLEGENDUM

Acts 1:11; Ps. 46:2

Omnes populi
Chr:  
You men of Galilee, \ why do you look at the heavens with such wonder? / Alleluia! * As you have seen Him ascending into heaven, \ so shall He come again, / alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Ps.   
Clap your hands, all you nations; * rejoice in God with a voice of exultation.         

Chr:  
You men of Galilee, \ why do you look at the heavens with such wonder? / Alleluia! * As you have seen Him ascending into heaven, \ so shall He come again, / alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
V/
Glory be to the Father, \ and to the Son, * and to the Holy Spirit,

All:
As it was in the beginning, \ both now and always, * and unto ages of ages.  Amen.  

Chr:  
You men of Galilee, \ why do you look at the heavens with such wonder? / Alleluia! * As you have seen Him ascending into heaven, \ so shall He come again, / alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!










SILENTIUM, TRISAGION, KYRIE
FROM THE ORDINARY
GREAT ANTIPHON

Men:    
You have mounted up to the heavens in glory, * O Christ our God.
Wmn:  
You have filled Your disciples with joy * by Your promise of the Holy Spirit.

All: 
Your Blessing has revealed \ that You are the Son of God * and the Only Savior of the World.   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
COLLECT(S)\ORATIO(NES)
Cel:
O Mighty God, You, Who have raised us up in Christ and with Christ, grant us to search out with the same ardor heavenly things, so that we may be able, through Your grace, to sit in heavenly places with Him, and to be transformed into His Image from glory to glory through the action of the Holy Spirit.  We ask for this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You in the Holy Spirit, throughout all the ages of ages.
All:
Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT\PROPHETA

OMITTED

GRADUAL/GRADUALE
V/
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Chr:  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
V/
God goes up amid shouts of joy; * the Lord rises up at the sound of the trumpet!
All:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

V/
Alleluia!
All:
Alleluia, alleluia!
EPISTLE\APOSTOLUS

Acts 1:1-11

BENEDICITE

OMITTED

ALLELUIA

V/
Alleluia!
Chr:  
Alleluia!
V/
The Lord is among them \ as in Sinai in holiness; * You went up to the heights, \ You have taken captivity captive, / having received tribute of men.
All:
Alleluia!







GOSPEL\EVANGELIUM

Mark 16:14-20
THE EXTINGUISHING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE

DEC REMOVES CANDLE FROM PEDESTAL;

THE FAITHFUL COME, ONE BY ONE, TO LIGHT THEIR CANDLES
Chr:  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!  He Who Was, Who Is, Who Shall Come.
Men: 
No, \ the Light is not going out, * for Christ our Light \ has promised to be invisibly present among us / until the end of time.
Wmn:  
No, \ the flame of His Love is not going out, * it is being lit in our hearts \ by the coming of the Paraclete.
All:
For this reason \ do all the nations clap their hands * and rejoice before God, \ crying out with a loud voice:
Chr:  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!  He Who Was, Who Is, Who Shall Come.
Wmn:  
Sin has cast us to the ground, * hurling our souls into the infernal abyss.
Men:    
Today, \ the cloud of light / rescues our nature * and it hides the depths of Divinity in our heart. 

All:
Joyously taking turns, * let us sing to our Deliverer and our God:
Chr:  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!  He Who Was, Who Is, Who Shall Come.
Men:   
I will not * leave you orphans, 

Wmn:
O sweet word of Christ,

Men:    
An other Comforter will come!
Wmn: 
If I do not ascend to the Father, * the Spirit of Truth will not descend upon you.
Men:    
I was the Light among you, * I become the Light of your understanding.
Wmn: 
I led you as a pillar of fire; * the time is fulfilled that you, yourselves, \ may become those pillars,
All:
Using words, breaths, and impetuous winds, * the Good News is announced to the nations \ so that they might confess Me \ with great outbursts of joy:

Chr:  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!  He Who Was, Who Is, Who Shall Come.
Wmn:  
The Angels draw aside, \ the Archangels move back, * the Principalities are surprised, \ the Powers bow down, 

Men:  
The Dominations tremble, * the Virtues withdraw, \ the Cherubim steal away with respect; 

All:
The Seraphim \ flying about and beating their wings, * veiling and unveiling their faces \ utter cries of wonderment / before Him Who approaches:
Chr:  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!  He Who Was, Who Is, Who Shall Come.
Men:    
Who is this Man Who mounts up, * the most beautiful among the Sons of men?
Wmn:  
Why are we troubled, * why does the flesh close in upon our spirit?
Men:    
"It is our King" \ declares the Paraclete, * it is the Only Son!
All:
It is God Himself \ Who returns to His Father / to offer to Him saved humanity. * All of you fall down and adore Him, \ He is with Me and the Father, / Who is your God Alone.
Chr:  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!  He Who Was, Who Is, Who Shall Come.
DEC REMOVES THE GRAINS OF INCENSE AND ELEVATES THEM, SAYING:
Dec: 
Jesus was raised up into the air in their sight, alleluia!
All:
And a cloud received Him out of their sight, alleluia, alleluia!
DEC EXTINGUISHES THE FLAME SAYING:
Dec: 
Why do you fix your gaze in the heavens, alleluia?
CANDLE IS REPLACED ON THE PEDESTAL

All:
This Jesus \ Who has been taken up to heaven * will come in the same manner, \ alleluia, alleluia!



HOMILY, LITANY, CREED







FROM THE ORDINARY
PREFACE FOR THE FAITHFUL
Cel:
Having accomplished the divine plan, Jesus Christ our Lord and God and Savior, born of the Virgin Mary, baptized by John, received by the publican, heard by the prostitute, hated by the priests of His people, confessed by the children, betrayed by His apostle, denied by Peter, abandoned by His own, crucified by those whom He loved; He has broken the pride of the enemy, filled hell with His light, liberated the prisoners: and on the third day He has risen and has manifested Himself for forty days to His friends, initiating them into the mysteries of salvation.  Today, He returns to His Father from whom He never departed; the ring of fire is closed, all is flooded by His presence; heaven, earth and hell, everywhere is proclaimed: God became man that man may become divine.  Therefore...






THE GREAT ENTRANCE

                                        SONUS & LAUDES, WASHING OF HANDS





                                                                                   FROM THE ORDINARY                                                                   
    

SECRET/SECRETUM

Cel:  
Accept, O Lord, the gifts that we offer to You in honor of the glorious Ascension of Your Son, and grant in Your loving-kindness, that we may be delivered from present danger and be brought to eternal life…





DYPTICHS/DYPTICHA
FROM THE ORDINARY

POST NOMINA

Cel:  
Lord Jesus, God Almighty, Deliverer of our souls from the yoke of death, deliver all of those for whom we pray to You, the living and the dead, into Your heavenly kingdom, You, the Only Savior of the world, the Lover of Mankind, Co-eternal with the Father and the Paraclete…






         
KISS OF PEACE/AD PACEM COLLECT
Cel:  
You have consoled Your Disciples, O Lord, in Your promising them another Consoler and Your Invisible Presence among them even unto the consummation of time.  Be present among us, bringing us Your Love, Your Joy and Your Peace.  Remove from us anguish, jealousy and discord.  We beseech it of You, hear us, have pity on us; O Lover of Mankind, Who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit unto the ages of ages.  Amen.

  
EUCHARISTIC CANON-ANAPHORA

FROM THE ORDINARY

PREFACE\IMMOLATIO

Cel:  
It is truly fitting and proper, just and profitable to salvation, to give You thanks at all times and in all places, Holy Lord, all-powerful and eternal Father.  We bless You for Your creation, we glorify You for our redemption, we adore You for the riches of glory that You have reserved for Your saints and for all those who believe in the infinite grandeur of Your power; because You have not rejected our nature which You have resurrected in Christ, making it to rise up to Your Right Hand far above all dominions, all authorities, all powers, all dignities.  O strange Ascension, the angels see the Son of Man rise up and they pour forth cries of admiration.  

Open up, you heavenly gates, with reverence grant passage to the mighty hero, to the warrior who has broken down the gates of death.  His reward is with Him, he who has sinned is saved!  The last one who was created is the first one invited by the Father!  Open wide you heavenly gates, swing completely open before the King of Glory!  He comes from Bosra, dressed in dazzling red, God dressed in the flesh comes to rule eternally!  United to the angelic acclamations, we beseech You, Father, to let us raise up our songs of hope and to confess You as we say:
SANCTUS
FROM THE ORDINARY

POST SANCTUS

Cel:  
Truly holy and truly blessed is our Lord Jesus Christ Who on the eve of His Passion, having freely consented for the salvation of the world, took bread...
INSTITUTION, ANAMNESIS(MEMORIAL)
FROM THE ORDINARY

THE OFFERING ELEVATION

(CEL: ON YOUR ALTAR ON HIGH FROM THE HANDS OF YOUR ANGELS... THE DEC

FACES THE PEOPLE AND SAYS:)
                                                                                         EPICLESIS

Dec: 
Glorious is this hour.  Let us confess, my beloved brothers and sisters, the Lord, the King of Glory, Who, with our divinized nature, rises up to the right hand of the Father to reign eternally.  The nine celestial gates open before His Ascension.  Call with me the Holy Spirit upon these offerings:
All:
 We confess His Ascension, we invoke the descent of the Holy Spirit, coming from the Father,
Chr:  
We pray You, O Lord, and we beseech Your Majesty: that our humble prayers may rise to You, O God Most Merciful.
Cel:  
…as You deigned to receive the gifts of Abel, Your just servant, the sacrifice of our Patriarch Abraham, and that which Your high priest Melchisedech offered to You.
POST EPICLESIS
FROM THE ORDINARY

THE LORD’S PRAYER/PATER NOSTER

FROM THE ORDINARY

LIBERA NOS

Cel:  
Deliver us from the pride that abases us and give us the humility that raises us up, through the prayers of the most Holy Birth-Giver [Mother] of God, the Virgin Mary, and of all the saints;


THE GREAT ELEVATION

Cel:  
Christ has gone up to heaven, alleluia!
All:
Bringing along with Him those who had been prisoners, alleluia, alleluia!
BLESSING OF THE FAITHFUL

Cel:  
During these past forty days, O Jesus, Conqueror of Death, You did not cease visiting Your friends.  You visited Your Mother, and Her Virginal Heart rejoiced; You visited James, Your brother, and he blessed You; repentant Peter and he loved You, the Magdalene and she adored You.  You travelled with the two pilgrims, and their hearts were inflamed.  You presented Yourself, through closed doors, to the twelve; You showed Your wounds to Thomas, and he recognized you. You manifested Yourself to the multitude which testified of Your Resurrection.  Breaking bread, You ate with mortals, You attested to the truth of the resurrection.  Today, on the Mount of Olives, You disappeared from out sight.  According to Your promise, stay invisibly with us and visit this family which has gathered here to adore Your glorious Ascension.  Visit us through Your sacraments and send to Your Church the Spirit from the Father, so that love may bend our hearts, as a ripe fruit, to good works.   
All:
Amen.

Cel:  
That Your Joy may brighten the faces of Your Faithful.


All:
Amen.
Cel:  
That Peace may reign among the nations.  




All:
Amen.
Cel:  
That Patience strengthen us together in love.  



All:
Amen.
Cel:  
That Kindness water the arid soil of our souls.   



All:
Amen.
Cel:  
That Benevolence take the place of indifference.



All:
Amen.
Cel:  
That Faithfulness become the chosen guest of our family.

All:
Amen.
Cel:  
That Sweetness be the staff of our bishops and our leaders.

All:
Amen.
Cel:  
That with Patience, bearing one another's burdens, we may be ready for Your Glorious Return.  









 All:
Amen.
COMMUNION VERSES

COMMUNION OF THE CELEBRANTS
Chr:  
All of you, \ sing hymns to the Lord; * to Him \ Who ascends above the heavens of heavens / to the East, alleluia!
COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL

V/
 Sing to the Lord, \ Who mounts up into the heavens, * into the eternal heavens.
Chr:  
O taste and see how sweet is the Lord. * O taste and see how sweet is the Lord.
Men:    
O God, \ when You went out before Your people, * when You marched into the desert,
Wmn:  
Indeed, \ did the earth tremble! * The heavens melted before the face of God.
Chr:  
Sing to the Lord, \ Who mounts up into the heavens, * into the eternal heavens.  

Men:    
Myriads are the chariots of God, \ thousands are the angels; * my Lord is in their midst, \ as in Sinai in holiness.
Wmn:  
You climb the heights, \ You take the captives, / You receive the offerings of mankind; * even the rebels dwell near God.
Chr:  
Sing to the Lord, \ Who mounts up into the heavens, * into the eternal heavens.
Men:    
My Lord is blessed, \ day after day * the God of our salvation overwhelms us.
Wmn:  
Ours is a God \ Who helps His people, * providing a way out of death.

Chr:  
Sing to the Lord, \ Who mounts up into the heavens, * into the eternal heavens.

 Men:    
They contemplate Your works, O God; * the works of my God, \ my King in His sanctuary.
Wmn:  
The singers precede Him, \ behind them are the musicians * and in their midst the girls with tambourines.
Chr:  
Sing to the Lord, \ Who mounts up into the heavens, * into the eternal heavens.  

Men:    
The mighty ones come from Egypt; * the Ethiopian eagerly stretches out his hands towards God.
Wmn:  
You kingdoms of the earth, sing to God, * celebrate my Lord.
Chr:  
Sing to the Lord, \ Who mounts up into the heavens, * into the eternal heavens.
Men:    
Behold Him \ Who stands upon the heavens, / the eternal heavens! * He has made His Voice resound, \ the Voice of power.
Wmn:  
Surrender power to God, \ His majesty in Israel; * For His power dwells in the clouds.
All:  
Sing to the Lord, \ Who mounts up into the heavens, * into the eternal heavens.  O taste and see how sweet is the Lord. * O taste and see how sweet is the Lord.
TRECANUM

CEL COVERS THE GIFTS, SAYING:

All: 
On this day, the new spiritual

Cel:
  You have washed us with Your
bread ascends into the heavens. The

Blood, You have filled us with Your 
mysteries are revealed in Your Body

Wisdom, You have shared with us Your


which You raised up as an offering!

Glory, O Immortal and Everlasting 
Passover of the world.

.

All:  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Cel:  
God goes up amid the angels' shouts of joy, alleluia!
All:  
The Lord rises up at the sound of the trumpet, alleluia, alleluia!
Cel:  
The Lord  always be with you!
All:  
And with your spirit!  

Chr:  
As the Light He has descended from heaven; \ as a Divine Seed He has been born of Mary; / as fruit picked from the Cross He has been buried; * As the First fruits He went up to Heaven! || You are the oblation of heaven and earth, \ in turn immolated and adored. * You came to be the victim, \ You raised Yourself up bearing Your Sacrifice!  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!        

POSTCOMMUNION LITANY AND COLLECT

Dec: 
Having received the holy, divine and immortal mysteries of Christ, let us give Him thanks and beseech Him to set our gaze towards our heavenly home. Let us pray to the Lord.

All: 
Grant this, O Lord.

Cel:  
Grant, we beseech You, O Lord, that the pledge of future glory that we have received by our participating at these divine mysteries may be for us the strength that transforms us more and more into the icon of Your Son, and prepares in each of us and in this world, the triumphal ascension of Your Church which is the Body and the Fullness of Him who fills all in all.  We ask this through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, Who lives and reigns and triumphs with You, in the Holy Spirit, One God, unto all the ages of ages.  

All:
Amen.
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING

FROM THE ORDINARY
DISMISSAL
FROM THE ORDINARY
DURING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE BLEST BREAD

Men:    
You have mounted up to the heavens in glory, * O Christ our God.
Wmn:  
You have filled Your disciples with joy * by Your promise of the Holy Spirit.

All: 
Your Blessing has revealed \ that You are the Son of God * and the Only Savior of the World.   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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